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National River Care Fund (NRCF) is established to provide opportunities for 
community groups, learning institutions, NGOs, NPOs and special interests 
group to take ownership of their own river basins by implementing river care 
initiatives. There are many groups out there who are keen to protect their river 
basins but lack the knowledge and resources to take the action. 

Through NRCF, we are able to provide fund and guidance as well as river care 
trainings to those interested in caring and protecting different rivers from further 
degradation involving different communities and stakeholders. Therefore, NRCF 
is a channel for them to contribute their efforts in rehabilitating our environment 
through meaningful partnerships from different walks of life.

NRCF Cycle 4 provided seven river care community grants and one river care 
training. The projects in Cycle 4 went beyond on-the-field for river care activities. 
Other than river monitoring empowerment and clean-up activities, few projects 
raised awareness via different methods including the publication of Islam and 
River Conservation (Care) Module as well as outreaching through both online 
platforms and face-to-face. I can see that their aims go beyond improving the 
conditions of rivers includes educate people in general on best river management 
practices and raise awareness about the importance of healthy rivers. 

With sheer joy, I am pleased to present a report on Cycle 4 projects/trainings 
and how the combined efforts created synergic output. We cordially invite 
stakeholders from different sectors, public, private and non-profit organisations 
to read this edition of NRCF Report and offer your support and guidance in 
ensuring our journey to build a river care society in Malaysia. 

Please take interest with us in fostering meaningful partnerships to inculcate the 
best results in efforts to protect our river basins/catchment. 

Thank you

Dato’ Dr. Ir. Lim Chow Hock 
Chairman, National River Care Fund

FOREWORD
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ABOUT GEC

VISION
A world where our environment is safeguarded and natural resources are 
conserved and used sustainably through equitable stakeholder partnerships for 
the benefit of people and the planet. 

MISSION
To safeguard the environment and promote sustainable management of 
resources to meet the local, national, regional and global needs through smart 
partnerships with communities and likeminded organisations.

OBJECTIVES

i.	 To promote conservation and holistic, integrated management of forest, 
peatland, river and coastal ecosystems to reduce vulnerability to climate 
change and disasters with emphasis on nature-based solutions. 

ii.	 To strengthen stakeholder capacity and mainstream participation in the 
sustainable management of natural resources for environmental stewardship 
and community welfare. 

iii.	 To facilitate environmental protection and sustainable development through 
a whole of society (government, private sector, communities and other 
stakeholders) approach.

The Global Environment Centre (GEC) was 
established in 1998 to work on environmental issues 
of global importance. The Centre is registered 
in Malaysia as a non-profit organisation (Reg. no. 
473058-T) but works regionally and internationally 
both directly and through many partners. It supports 
information exchange and capacity building as well 
as undertakes strategic projects particularly in 
developing countries. It works in partnership with 
other like-minded agencies worldwide.

It is active in the fields of climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, biodiversity, water resources, 
agriculture and forestry.
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ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 
members

DATO’ DR. IR. LIM CHOW HOCK
Chair, GEC Board Member

DATO’ IR. HAJI HANAPI MOHAMAD NOOR
Vice Chairperson of MyWP

HJ. MD KHAIRI SELAMAT
Director of River Basin Management Division, DID

With 36 years of experience in the Department of 
Irrigation and Drainage Malaysia (DID), he last served 
as Director of Coastal and River Basin Management. 
He is also active in professional associations like 
MyCDNet, Cap-Net UNDP, and the Malaysian Water 
Partnership, reflecting his extensive expertise in 
water and environmental management.

Had served in the DID Malaysia for 35 years until 
retirement in 2016. Upon retirement, he marched as 
Vice Chairperson for MyWP and Steering Committee 
Member of Global Water Partnership South East 
Asia (GWP-SEA). He actively participates in NGOs, 
serving as Chairman of the Water Resources Technical 
Division (IEM), Vice President of the Malaysian 
Hydrological Society (MHS), and President of the 
Netherlands Alumni Association, Malaysia (NAAM).

Has over 36 years of experience in river and water 
management, including roles in DID and LUAS, 
involving key projects like the River of Life and IRBM 
plans as welll as riverbank protection, coastal erosion 
monitoring and flood mitigation. He focuses on 
sustainable river basin planning and environmental 
conservation, while actively engaging with MyWP, 
MyCDNet, and NARBO.



2

FAIZAL PARISH
Director of Global Environment Centre

PROF. DATO’ DR. MAZLIN BIN MOKHTAR
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation  
Affairs), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

DR. RAHMAH ELFITHRI
Senior lecturer & Research Fellow of Institute for  
Environment and Development (LESTARI), UKM

Founded the Global Environment Centre (GEC) in 
1998, focusing on environmental issues in Malaysia 
and neighbouring countries. He is an internationally 
recognised expert with a specialisation in coastal, 
wetland, river basin and water resource management. 

Had served as a Deputy Vice Chancellor at UKM. 
Upon retirement, he joined the Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network, a global initiative 
for the United Nations.

Involved as Core researcher, Project Manager and 
/ or Project Leader in numerous water resources 
management related research projects under 
LESTARI, UKM and / or in collaboration with some 
partners and networks at National and International 
levels. She served as Executive Committee Member 
in various networks and partnership in Malaysia.
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NATIONAL 
RIVER CARE 
FUND

National River Care Fund (NRCF) is a small grant 
programme initiated by GEC with central aim to 
build civil society equipped with knowledge and 
capability on how we should manage our rivers 
through monitoring, protection, rehabilitation and 
pollution reduction activities as well as to develop 
a sense of ownership by communities as motivation 
to care for their rivers. 

The establishment of NRCF is derived from concerns shown by many interested 
parties about their inadequate fund or resources which may deter their efforts in 
conducting environment or river care activities. Hence, GEC takes the initiative 
to fund local community, community-based, non-profit organisations or learning 
institutions who wish to take actions in protecting our environment especially 
focusing on rivers. 

This initiative is targeted to benefit the communities and residents living 
within river basins or depend on rivers for resources. Selected organisations or 
institutions are granted with a grant up to RM 5,000 to custom build community 
programmes that suits the condition of river sites and the needs of local 
communities. 

Along with the grants, GEC will also provide environmental education training 
programmes (if required) or Training of Trainers (ToT) such as RIVER Ranger 
(river conservation and management programme), DRH2O (water conservation 
programme), SMART Ranger (integrated solid waste management programme) 
and Flood Ranger (community flood resilience) to empower participants on 
conducting and managing sustainable environment activities. In addition, GEC 
also provides Environmental Educational talks to increase awareness and foster 
communities with sense of belonging towards the environment. Both the talk 
and training can be requested by grantees or provided as part of a separate 
community empowerment initiative.

Through projects conducted by selected organisations or institution, NRCF 
hopes to build a civil society empowered with the skills, knowledge and 
awareness to protect and preserve our rivers. With more cycles to come, more 
rivers are hoped to be protected from further degradation.

ABOUT
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NRCF Cycle 4 commenced in November, 2017 
and completed in October 2018. A total of 
16 applications received from communities, 
organisations and educational institution. The 
NRCF Secretariat completed the pre-screening 
of all applications, followed by a thorough review 
and discussions by the Advisory Committee 
of NRCF. As a result, a total of seven groups 

have been selected and awarded with a grant to conduct their own river care 
activities. In addition, an environmental club from Universiti Malaysia Kelantan 
and the Melaka community received one-day RIVER CARE training. 

ABOUT

ABOUTNRCF Cycle 4
ABOUT

River Care Community Grant

River Care Training Programme by GEC

Community Location Project title River basin

Water Warriors  
Universiti Malaya

Sungai Pantai 
Universiti Malaya

Preliminary Urban River 
Restoration: Sungai Pantai @ 
Universiti Malaya

Klang River 
Basin

Water Research Unit, 
Universiti Malaysia 
Sabah (UMS)

Garamatoi River 
Papar, Sabah

Outreach Programme @ Sg. 
Garamatoi Tagal System, 
Papar, Sabah

Papar River 
Basin

Web Content 
Development (NMC251), 
UiTM Alor Gajah, Melaka

Online Campaign on 
River Awareness

The Blue Veins Project N/A

SMK Seri Aman Kota Tinggi, Johor Saliran Angkat SMKSA N/A

International Institute 
of Advanced Islamaic 
Studies (IAIS) Malaysia

Module and 
documentary 
development

River Care Protection: Islamic 
Perspective

N/A

Yayasan Chow Kit Chow Kit area Extensive of Outreach 
Programme: Capacity building 
and awareness creation on 
environmental BMP

Klang River 
Basin

KRT Rumah Pangsa AU2 
Taman Keramat

Klang River 
Taman Keramat

Community Garden Klang River 
Basin

Beneficiary Location Project title

Explorimba Club, 
Universiti Malaysia 
Kelantan

Jeli, Kelantan Environmental Sustainability Programme 
“Community Role on River Health”

Melaka Community Dewan Zamrud, 
Wisma Negeri, 
Melaka

Training of Trainers Workshop on Community 
Town-watching in Flood Management for 
Negeri Melaka Community 
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Water Warriors 
Universiti Malaya
Affan Nasaruddin 
umwaterwarriors@gmail.com
umwaterwarriors.wixsite.com/tasek

KEY OUTPUT:

•	Produced a pollution map.

•	Forty campus communities 
participated in a river clean-up 
activity and collected 217.5 kg 
of wastes.

•	Studied and recorded Sungai 
Pantai’s biodiversity and made 
it accessible on iNaturalist 
database for any further 
studies.

•	Engaged 50 students during 
a photography exhibition 
organised by the river.

IMPACT:  

•	Identified pollutants of Sungai 
Pantai for further action.

•	Aesthetically improved river 
value and provide a better 
aquatic habitat.

•	Biodiversity study as a 
database and stimulation to 
the researchers for further 
studies.

•	Raised awareness about Sungai 
Pantai and its importance to 
the university students and 
nearby local community.

PRELIMINARY URBAN RIVER 
RESTORATION: SUNGAI PANTAI @ 
UNIVERSITI MALAYA

Water Warriors is established as an 
environmental project for the protection 
and conservation of water bodies in the 
University of Malaya. The project focuses 
on citizen science approach to build 
awareness amongst students through 
outreach programme, clean-up and 
biodiversity documentation.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Mapping out the pollution source (s) of 
the river.

•	Biannual river clean-up by the campus 
communities along the river.

•	Recording Sungai Pantai’s flora and fauna 
as a simple biodiversity study.

•	Organising a photography exhibition by 
the river. 
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water research 
unit, Universiti 
Malaysia Sabah
Dr Arman Hadi Bin Fikri
arman@ums.edu.my

KEY OUTPUT:

•	Recorded data on aquatic 
insect specimens and 
basic in-situ water quality 
measurements.

•	Trained key 16 villagers to 
independently conduct water 
and aquatic insect audit 
sampling using bioindicators 
for river monitoring.

•	Forty villagers participated 
in the Friends of River 
Programme to raise awareness 
about the importance of clean 
rivers and river conservation.

IMPACT:  

•	Maintained Garamatoi 
River water quality at 
Class 1 of the NWQS, 
ensuring it remains 
suitable for aquatic life 
and human use.

•	Empowered local 
communities with 
fundamental knowledge 
and skill of river health 
auditing.

•	Enhanced understanding 
of the importance of 
aquatic ecosystems.

OUTREACH PROGRAMME @ TAGAL 
SYSTEM GARAMATOI RIVER, PAPAR, 
SABAH

The project engaged the Tagal Committee 
of Garamatoi River in Papar, Sabah. The 
communities of Kampung Ovai and Kampung 
Kambizaan depend on this river as their source 
of water and other daily activities. 

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Studying the physico-chemical parameters 
and diversity of aquatic insects at Garamatoi 
River.

•	Training the local communities (Kampung 
Ovai and Kampung Kambizaan) on water 
quality and aquatic insects.

•	Organising Friends of River Programme to 
educate and raise awareness among the 
villagers, UMS staffs and students.
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Web Content Development  
(NMC251), UiTM Alor Gajah, Melaka

Mohd Hilmi Bakar
hilmi.bakar@gmail.com

KEY OUTPUT:

•	Achieved a reach of 803,000 on 
Facebook, 23,300 impressions on 
Twitter, and over 400 page views 
on the official website within three 
weeks.

•	Produced a 
photobook 
showcasing rivers, 
primarily in Melaka 
and Selangor.

IMPACT:  

•	Raised awareness 
among a broader 
audience about 
rivers and the 
importance of river 
care.

•	Highlighted 
the beauty and 
significance of 
rivers through a 
curated collection 
of photographs.

Students of Diploma in New Media and Contentpreneurship from 
UiTM Alor Gajah developed materials and conduct an online 
campaign to raise awareness about the importance and beauty 
of rivers and how the public can help to stop river pollution.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Blue Vein Digital: focusing on developing creative content (blog posts, 
pictures and videos) for website and social media platforms such as Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. 

•	Blue Vein Media: publishing a photobook/coffee table book compiling photos 
of rivers taken by the students.
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Sekolah Menengah 
Kebangsaan Seri 
Aman (SMKSA)
Minhad bin Kasmadi
minhadkasmadi@yahoo.com

SALIRAN ANGKAT SMKSA

A stream nearby SMK Seri Aman was 
polluted with overflown wastewater from 
the school. Realising this, a group of 
students from the school’s Environmental 
Club and their teachers initiated a 
river stream adoption project aims to 
encourage students’ participation on 
river and water sources conservation 
and rehabilitation initiatives, provide 
exposure to students on water quality 
studies and establish a recreational area.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Upgrading the physical condition of the 
stream through widening, deepening 
and clean-up activities 

•	Organising river care awareness 
outreach activities for the students. 

•	Building new ‘dams’ to separate water 
source.

•	Enhancing basic facilities including 
building bridges and railing.

KEY OUTPUT:

•	Empowered 51 students and 5 
teachers who participated in the 
project.

•	Established a wetland cell to filter 
wastewater before flowing into the 
stream. 

•	Upgraded the physical condition of 
the stream which was also utilised 
as hands-on learning site for the 
students.

IMPACT:  

•	Increased awareness 
among students and 
empower them on 
the importance river 
water quality and 
pollution reduction.

•	Regulated and 
reduced pollution at 
the stream.
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RIVER CARE PROTECTION: 
ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE 

This project aimed to create 
awareness on the importance of 
river from the Islamic perspective 
through the production of river 
conservation (care) module, 
infographics, videos, training 
and seminar to the targeted 
audiences.

International Institute 
of Advanced Islamic 
Studies (IAIS) Malaysia 
Razi Ahmad
razi@iais.org.my
www.iais.org.my 

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Producing a module on 
environmental protection and 
river care from the Islamic 
perspectives.

•	Creating video and multimedia 
collaterals focusing on 
awareness and public service 
announcement.

•	Providing trainings to religious 
institution and organising a 
seminar on Islam and Green 
Technology.

KEY OUTPUT:

•	A total of 250 university students 
and lecturers attended the 
International seminar entitled 
“International Seminar on Islam and 
Green Technology (iGreen 2017)”. 

“Islam and River 
Care” module. 

“Islam and River Care” 
module in video. 

IMPACT:  

•	Raised awareness 
on the importance 
of river care and 
sustainability 
from the Islamic 
perspective.

•	Better 
understanding on 
the significance 
of river and 
environment 
protection among 
the public.
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YAYASAN CHOW KIT
Hazdalila Zai and Mathavi Nadarajah
hazdalila@yck.org.my / mathavi@yck.org.my 
www.yck.org.my

EXTENSIVE OF OUTREACH 
PROGRAMME: CAPACITY BUILDING 
& AWARENESS CREATION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL BMP

Yayasan Chow Kit (YCK) is a non-profit 
organisation that caters to the needs of children 
and teenagers in and around Chow Kit. This 
project focused on achieving an adequate 
and proficient level of environmental literacy 
among YCK students to facilitate learning 
about environmental issues.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Training of Trainers (ToT) for teachers and 
students on Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) for the environment.

•	Organised education and outreach 
programmes to students and parents.

•	Conducted river health surveys, monitoring 
water quality, aquatic ecosystems and 
waste management.

•	Implementing recycling and waste 
management initiatives in YCK. 

KEY OUTPUT:

•	72 students and teachers 
implemented BMPs (recycling, 
upcycling, waste management, 
waste-to-wealth concepts, river care 
and aquatic ecosystem conservation).

•	Conducted a 3-month cleanup of 
Pisang, Gombak and Kanching 
Rivers.

•	Educational materials developed: 
a documentary, articles, poems, 
brochures, and the short film 
Reclaiming Our Heritage: The Social 
Life of the Gombak River, which won 
a Special Merit Award at KLEFF 2018.

IMPACT:  

•	Infused 
environmental 
aspects in existing 
curriculum.

•	Better management 
of waste and water 
in the schools and 
at their home.

•	Transferred 
knowledge on 
river care through 
performance, 
exhibition and 
creative writing.
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KRT Rumah 
Pangsa AU2 
Taman Keramat
Mohamad Halim Bin Mohamad Said
leem3472@yahoo.com

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

A stretch of Klang River adjacent 
to Rumah Pangsa AU2 suffered 
from land erosion due to rapid 
water flow from the nearby 
field. The KRT took initiative to 
prevent erosion at the riverbank 
by planting trees along the river 
bank.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

•	Beautifying the river bank by 
planting trees.

•	Monitoring river water 
quality.

KEY OUTPUT:

•	Planted banana trees, 
lemongrass, guava and other 
plants along the river.

•	Made organic compost 
fertilisers for the planted tree.

•	Conducted continuous river 
monitoring on a regular basis 
and trained others members 
on how to monitor the river.

IMPACT:  

•	Prevented further erosion 
of the riverbank.

•	Created a safer and 
beautiful landscape 
along the river with 
community’s commitment.

•	Increased awareness on 
the importance of river 
care and river monitoring. 
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EXPLORIMBA 
CLUB, UNIVERSITI 
MALAYSIA 
KELANTAN (UMK)

UMK and GEC 
collaborated to conduct 
a one day programme 
“Community Role on River 
Health”, empowering 80 
university and primary 
school students in 
raising awareness on the 
importance of healthy 
rivers and imparting 
knowledge on river 
clean-up and river water 
quality and monitoring.

ABOUT

ABOUT
RIVER CARE 
TRAINING
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MALAYSIA WATER 
PARTNERSHIP (MYWP)

GEC was entrusted as 
a working partner with 
MyWP to organise a 
two-day flood training 
programme. The aim 
of the programme 
was to empower 
selected communities in 
preparedness for flood 
disaster and increase 
flood resilience through 
Flood Hazard ‘Town-
watching’ training as well 
as management water 
resources, emergency 
plan and preparedness 
for flood using Grab Bag 
and 72H Kit.

In total, 50 participants 
engaged in the 
programme, 13 local 
representatives from 
communities and 37 
representatives from 
local agencies within the 
vicinity of Melaka. 

ABOUT

ABOUT
RIVER CARE 
TRAINING
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OVERALL IMPACT 
NRCF Cycle 4 funded 7 communities to 
conduct their own river care initiatives in 
local areas across 4 states (Selangor, Sabah, 
Melaka and Johor) in Malaysia. Among the 
impacts derived from Cycle 4 are:

•	 Increased awareness and understanding 

The funded projects have imparted knowledge, skill, action and understanding 
on the importance of river protection and the need for everyone to care for 
the environment and the river basins. More than 400 local communities and 
400 students from different background were involved in organising and 
participating in various river care clean-ups, awareness campaigns, river health 
and water quality monitoring and trainings. These increased their civic awareness, 
knowledge and skills on good river conservation and management practices.

•	 Empowerment 

In addition to financial assistance, grantees were provided with tools, trainings 
and talks in river and water management best practices. This has strengthened 
their capacity to be more engaged in the conservation and protection efforts. 
Two communities were engaged in river care trainings including water quality 
monitoring and best management practices to ensure maintained river health as 
well as flood resilience.

•	 Cross-sector partnership

The grant has allowed communities to build partnerships with various agencies 
and organisations in conserving the rivers. Six communities successfully engaged 
local communities and students to raise awareness. Meanwhile, IAIS managed 
to engage the government agency at ministry level in launching the “Islam & 
River Care” module during an International seminar, a great approach to spread 
awareness on the relationship between river and religion. 

•	 Community-driven initiatives 

With support from GEC, the seven groups have taken actions on their own in 
organising river care initiatives. Four communities have conducted regular river 
clean-up at their location, resulting in increased cleanliness and awareness 
among the local communities and students. For instance, local residents from 
Rumah Pangsa AU2 Taman Keramat initiated a Community Garden project to 
enhance biodiversity by the river that contributes towards river conservation.



15

FINANCIAL 
REPORT

NRCF Cycle 4 expenditure was funded by Global 
Environment Centre. The total spent under this 
cycle was RM 34,320.43 with total breakdown as 
shown below:

1%

96%

3%PROGRAMME 
VISIBILITY     
RM303.47

TRAININGS 
& TALKS
RM1,016.96 

RIVER CARE 
COMMUNITY GRANT 
RM33,000.00
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JOIN & 
SUPPORT US!
Healthy rivers for  
a healthier society
Be part of our efforts to care 
and protect rivers in Malaysia. 
We cordially invite you to join us 
as new partners, stakeholders 
or participants to embark on 
opportunities to contribute to 
healthy rivers for a healthier society 
in Malaysia.    

Contact us at 03 7957 2007 
or simply visit our website at  
www.nationalrivercarefund.org.my


