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FOREWORD

National River Care Fund (NRCF) was established to help local communities
taking ownership of their own river basins to conserve and protect the rivers.
Therefore, smart partnerships between various stakeholders including local
communities, schools, related agencies and organisations are crucial to achieve
the success of this programme.

Since the establishment of NRCF, | can see that there are many community-
based, non-profit organisations or learning institutions eager to take care and
protect the environment, particularly the rivers. | am pleased that we can
provide funding to support these dedicated organisations and institutions in
taking proactive steps to care for our rivers and prevent further damage.

This edition of NRCF Report includes projects conducted by successful grantees,
the overall impacts and the expenditure of Cycle 5. In summary, the selected
projects in this Cycle geared towards enhancing the conditions of rivers, training
local communities on best river management practices and raising awareness
about the importance of healthy rivers. Additionally, the involvement of youths
and children increases from previous cycles and they were empowered with
knowledge about river and its importance.

I hereby thank all who have contributed to the success of the NRCF Cycle 5, NRCF
Secretariat from the Global Environment Centre (GEC), the Advisory Committee
of NRCF and Cycle 5 grantees who have successfully completed their projects.

Please join us in nurturing meaningful partnerships in order to achieve the best
possible outcomes in our efforts to protect our rivers.

Thank you.

Dato’ Dr. Ir. Lim Chow Hock
Chairman, National River Care Fund
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VISION

The Global Environment Centre (GEC) was
established in 1998 to work on environmental issues
of global importance. The Centre is registered
in Malaysia as a non-profit organisation (Reg. no.
473058-T) but works regionally and internationally
both directly and through many partners. It supports
information exchange and capacity building as well
as undertakes strategic projects particularly in
developing countries. It works in partnership with
other like-minded agencies worldwide.

It is active in the fields of climate change mitigation
and adaptation, biodiversity, water resources,
agriculture and forestry.

A world where our environment is safeguarded and natural resources are
conserved and used sustainably through equitable stakeholder partnerships for
the benefit of people and the planet.

MISSION

To safeguard the environment and promote sustainable management of
resources to meet the local, national, regional and global needs through smart
partnerships with communities and likeminded organisations.

OBJECTIVES

i. To promote conservation and holistic, integrated management of forest,
peatland, river and coastal ecosystems to reduce vulnerability to climate
change and disasters with emphasis on nature-based solutions.

ii. To strengthen stakeholder capacity and mainstream participation in the
sustainable management of natural resources for environmental stewardship
and community welfare.

iii. To facilitate environmental protection and sustainable development through
a whole of society (government, private sector, communities and other
stakeholders) approach.



ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

DATO’ DR. IR. LIM CHOW HOCK
Chair, GEC Board Member

With 36 years of experience in the Department of
Irrigation and Drainage Malaysia (DID), he last served
as Director of Coastal and River Basin Management.
He is also active in professional associations like
MyCDNet, Cap-Net UNDP, and the Malaysian Water
Partnership, reflecting his extensive expertise in
water and environmental management.

DATO’ IR. HAJI HANAPI MOHAMAD NOOR
Vice Chairperson of MyWP

Had served in the DID Malaysia for 35 years until
retirement in 2016. Upon retirement, he marched as
Vice Chairperson for MyWP and Steering Committee
Member of Global Water Partnership South East
Asia (GWP-SEA). He actively participates in NGOs,
serving as Chairman of the Water Resources Technical
Division (IEM), Vice President of the Malaysian
Hydrological Society (MHS), and President of the
Netherlands Alumni Association, Malaysia (NAAM).

HJ. MD KHAIRI SELAMAT
Director of River Basin Management Division, DID

Has over 36 years of experience in river and water
management, including roles in DID and LUAS,
involving key projects like the River of Life and IRBM
plans as welll as riverbank protection, coastal erosion
monitoring and flood mitigation. He focuses on
sustainable river basin planning and environmental
conservation, while actively engaging with MyWP,
MyCDNet, and NARBO.




FAIZAL PARISH
Director of Global Environment Centre

Founded the Global Environment Centre (GEC) in
1998, focusing on environmental issues in Malaysia
and neighbouring countries. He is an internationally
recognised expert with a specialisation in coastal,
wetland, river basin and water resource management.

PROF. DATO’ DR. MAZLIN BIN MOKHTAR
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation
Affairs), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)

Had served as a Deputy Vice Chancellor at UKM.
Upon retirement, he joined the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network, a global initiative
for the United Nations.

DR. RAHMAH ELFITHRI
Senior lecturer & Research Fellow of Institute for
Environment and Development (LESTARI), UKM

Involved as Core researcher, Project Manager and
/ or Project Leader in numerous water resources
management related research projects under
LESTARI, UKM and / or in collaboration with some
partners and networks at National and International
levels. She served as Executive Committee Member
in various networks and partnership in Malaysia.



ABDUT National River Care Fund (NRCF) is a small grant

programme initiated by GEC with central aim to
NATIUNAL build civil society equipped with knowledge and
RIVER BARE capability on how we should manage our rivers
through monitoring, protection, rehabilitation and
FUND pollution reduction activities as well as to develop

a sense of ownership by communities as motivation
to care for their rivers.

The establishment of NRCF is derived from concerns shown by many interested
parties about their inadequate fund or resources which may deter their efforts in
conducting environment or river care activities. Hence, GEC takes the initiative
to fund local community, community-based, non-profit organisations or learning
institutions who wish to take actions in protecting our environment especially
focusing on rivers.

This initiative is targeted to benefit the communities and residents living
within river basins or depend on rivers for resources. Selected organisations or
institutions are granted with a grant up to RM 5,000 to custom build community
programmes that suits the condition of river sites and the needs of local
communities.

Along with the grants, GEC will also provide environmental education training
programmes (if required) or Training of Trainers (ToT) such as RIVER Ranger
(river conservation and management programme), DRH20 (water conservation
programme), SMART Ranger (integrated solid waste management programme)
and Flood Ranger (community flood resilience) to empower participants on
conducting and managing sustainable environment activities. In addition, GEC
also provides Environmental Educational talks to increase awareness and foster
communities with sense of belonging towards the environment. Both the talk
and training can be requested by grantees or provided as part of a separate
community empowerment initiative.

Through projects conducted by selected organisations or institution, NRCF
hopes to build a civil society empowered with the skills, knowledge and
awareness to protect and preserve our rivers. With more cycles to come, more
rivers are hoped to be protected from further degradation.




NRCF Cycle 5 is the fifth round of NRCF

ABOUT projects commenced in August 2018. Fifteen
grant applications were received with different

NRCF BYCLE 5 categoriesfromfive states. Afteracomprehensive
screening and proposals evaluation by the NRCF

secretariat and Advisory Committee members,
a total of five organisations and educational
institutions were selected and awarded a grant
to implement their own river care activities.

The five selected grantees are as shown below:

Community Location Project title River related
Jaringan Industri dan Beranang, Selangor Scheduled Monitoring for Sungai Kabul
Masyarakat BioTech, Water Quality and Aquascape
UPM Improvement at Sungai Kabul
Little Feet Initiative Kota Belud, Sabah  Friends of Rivers and Oceans = Kadamaian

Camp (FROC) River
Kolej Tingkatan Enam Ipoh, Perak River Care: From Talk to Kinta River
Seri Putera Action
Asiana Chic Enterprise Nationwide Engaging Pre-schooler early N/A

on River Care Awareness

Friends of Langat River Bangi, Selangor Pemuliharaan Anak Sungai di  Langat River
(FoLR) Lembangan Sungai Langat



JARINGAN INDUSTRI
DAN MASYARAKAT
BIOTECH, UPM

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Janna Ong Abdullah
janna@upm.edu.my

SCHEDULED WATER QUALITY
MONITORING AND AQUASCAPE
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM AT
SUNGAI KABUL

This project was initiated by a group of
six researchers with the involvement
of students from UPM after the
local community raised the issue of
deteriorating water condition of Kabul
River, in Terengganu River Basin. There
was foam, strewn rubbish and occasionally
the water turns black. This project aims
to improve the water quality of the river
while empower the local community on
river care awareness.

KEY OUTPUT:

® Reduced level of sodium
dodecyl sulfate (SDS)
contamination and BOD5
level.

* Improved riverbank
aquascape.

* Improved awareness
among local community
on river care initiative.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

® Monitoring the water quality on a
monthly basis that could be affected
by the effluent from a nearby factory.

e Planting aquatic plants along the
riverbank.

® Guiding the community to grow

and maintain aquascape plants and
physical monitoring on the water
quality.

® Installing four awareness signboards
on freeing the river from rubbish.

IMPACT:

e Effluent discharge issues
at Kabul River are being
addressed.

¢ Local residents are more
aware of the Kabul River water
condition through monitoring
of water quality.

¢ The river is in good condition
and did not turn black.




MAIN ACTIVITIES:

e Training on water sampling and water quality
monitoring for facilitators recruited from Guwas
Koposizon College, Penampang in Sabah.

LITTLE FEET
INITIATIVE

Elyas Eric
elyaserichuil@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/littlefeetinitiative

e Organising the training camp for 3 days and 2
nights with 20 school students, facilitated by the
newly trained facilitators.

FRIENDS OF RIVERS AND

OCEANS CAMP (FROC)

Little Feet Initiative in collaboration
with the Kota Belud District
Education Office, Universiti Malaysia
Sabah (UMS), PACOS Trustand GEC,  Fnosphate  2ppm  2ppm  4ppm  2.6ppm

e Conducting water quality monitoring of
Kadamaian River over the period of 3 months.

Oct Nov Dec Average

organised a training camp and river | PH 8 8 8 5

monitoring programme to increase DO 4ppm  4ppm  4ppm  4ppm
the environmental knowledge and ' Nitrate 5ppm  S5ppm  5ppm Sppm
awareness of community youth femperature  28°C 28°C 28°C 28°C

vari f river care.
about various aspects of river care Table 1: Average water quality reading of Kadamaian River

KEY OUTPUT: IMPACT:

® The camp had empowered 20 ¢ Implementation of

students from 8 schools, from
5 different districts in Sabah.

Increased environmental
awareness and knowledge
among participants especially
on the aquatic ecosystem.

Knowledge transfer from
college students to school
students on the basic skills
of water sampling and water
quality monitoring.

environmentally sustainable
programmes or campaigns
in their respective schools.

¢ The current water
quality readings of
Sungai Kadamaian were
successfully recorded for
future use.

* Youths are more aware on
the importance of keeping
rivers clean from pollution.




KOLEJ TINGKATAN
ENAM SERI PUTERA

Ong Wei Siang
decconong@yahoo.com

RIVER CARE: FROM TALK TO ACTION

This project was initiated to engage
students and teachers/ lecturers from
secondary school, Pre-University as well
as University on river care awareness
mainly at Buntong River, in Kinta River
Basin.

KEY OUTPUT:

e A total of 45 students and eight
teachers/lecturers participated
in a Buntong River clean-up and
empowered on water sampling
method for analysis.

Developed a laboratory manual
river water sampling.

Successfully raised awareness
among 90 students through
river visit, riverside clean-

up and building sustainable
development diorama.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

e River clean-up and taking water
sample for analysis with students,
teachers and lecturers.

e Analysing the river water samples
chemically and biologically and
reporting the findings.

e Synthesising educational information
for awareness campaigns from the
findings.

e Conducting awareness campaigns
for students in primary and
secondary schools.

IMPACT:

¢ Increase involvement
of students in activities
related to river
environment.

Integrate science
knowledge in river care
activities.

Enhance the awareness
amongst students and
local community members
on best management
practices of river.




ASIANA CHIC ENTERPRISE

Abyan Junus and Farah Alia
aseanachic@gmail.com
www.anak-rimba.com

ENGAGING PRE-SCHOOLER EARLY ON
RIVER CARE AWARENESS

Realising the importance of nurturing river
care awareness among younger children,
Anak Rimba Books (by Asiana Chick
Enterprise) develop a storytelling child book
partially funded by NRCF, that highlights
and depicts why it is important to care for
our rivers through a dragonfly’s perspective.

KEY OUTPUT:

* Developed a storytelling
children’s book, “A River
for My Family,” to teach
preschoolers about river care.

* Trained 15 teachers in
storytelling techniques to
engage children, providing
each with a copy of the book
for their schools.

® Held a storytelling session
for 20+ children during Earth
Day at Taman Tugu, Kuala
Lumpur.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

® Producing a river awareness
storytelling book entitled “A River

for My Family”.
¢ Engaging preschoolers

river care awareness through

storytelling.

e Training and guiding RIVER
Rangers, teachers and parents
to become storytellers and
using river care kit for river care
activities through an outdoor

classroom visit.

IMPACT:

¢ Enhanced the interest and
awareness of pre-school
children about rivers through
storytelling activities.

Created visibility via public
engagement including media
press, social media and
NRCF website.

Provided good reference
materials for teachers to
raise river care awareness
among their students.




FRIENDS OF
LANGAT RIVER (FOLR)

Ahmad Rizal Khalit

Prof. Dato’ Ir. Dr. Othman A. Karim
arikha.1972@gmail.com, othman.karim@ukm.edu.my
www.facebook.com/groups/1546520105378006

PEMULIHARAAN ANAK SUNGAI DI
LEMBANGAN SUNGAI LANGAT

Friends of Langat River is a group
of volunteers dedicated to the
rehabilitation of Langat River basin.
They noticed the stream was eroding
and decided to take action.

MAIN ACTIVITIES:

e Planting of bamboo trees along the
river bank of Langat River tributary.

e Establishing a learning centre for river
rehabilitation awareness activities.

KEY OUTPUT:

e A trail by the river was constructed

safe for cycling and trekking
activities.

Fifty bamboo trees were planted
along the river bank to prevent
erosions.

Organised a gotong-royong at the

river bank with parliament members

from Bangi.

e About 100 individuals participated
in FoLR Hiking Challenges with
Treasure Hunt and Photography
competitions.

Established Langat River Education

Centre and installed a signboard
near the stream.

IMPACT:

* Promoted recreational

activities by the
river through the
construction of the
trail.

The buffer zones of
the stream gained
more stability with

the support of newly
planted bamboo trees.

Raised awareness
through competitions
related to river care
and river rehabilitation
activities at the
learning centre.




OVERALLOUTPUT .23 om0s and2 ecueationsl matnutons
to conduct river care programmes in their

respective areas. Among the impacts
derived from Cycle 5 are:

¢ Increased awareness and understanding

The funded projects have transferred knowledge, skill, action and understanding
on the importance of river protection and the need for everyone to care for the
environment and the rivers. More than 336 local communities have participated
in various activities including regular river care clean-up, awareness campaigns
and trainings. This has increased their civic awareness, knowledge and skills on
good river conservation and management practices.

e Capacity Building

Besides funding, grantees also received support in terms of resources and skills
on the best management practices for rivers and water. This has strengthened
their capacity to be more engaged in river conservation and protection efforts.
Two communities were engaged in trainings on water quality monitoring and
storytelling skills to impart the knowledge to the youths and children.

e Cross-sector partnership

The selected projects allowed the communities to build partnerships with various
agencies and organisations in conserving the rivers. All grantees successfully
engaged local communities and students to raise awareness. Meanwhile, Little
Leaf Initiative managed to foster multi-sector collaboration with schools, college,
government agencies and CBO in their river awareness activities. In the case of
Jaringan Industri dan Masyarakat BioTech, they were approached by the local
community that willing to improve the water condition of Kabul River and hence
partnership with the communities to conduct the river care activities.

e Children and youth empowerment

Under the guidance of GEC, four grantees successfully implemented initiatives
focused on raising awareness and promoting river care. These activities involved
children and youth, fostering a sense of environmental stewardship from a young
age. Through workshops, clean-up drives, and educational sessions, participants
learned about the importance of protecting waterways and the impact of their
actions on the environment. This hands-on experience empowered young people
to become advocates for sustainable practices within their communities. Through
the development of a compelling children’s storybook, this publication serves as
an engaging tool to raise awareness about rivers and the issue of river pollution.



FINANCIAL REPORT

NRCF Cycle 5 expenditure was funded
by Global Environment Centre. The total
spent under this cycle was RM 38,237.22
with total breakdown as shown.

90% RIVER CARE
COMMUNITY GRANT

RM34,300.00

15%

MANAGEMENT &
ADMINISTRATION

RM3,032.30
RIVER CARE PROGRAMME
TRAININGS XI&ELELI;ITY

RM340.19

GLOSSARY

BOD
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GEC

NRCF
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UPM

Biological
Oxygen
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Friends of
Langat River

Global
Environment
Centre

National
River Care
Fund

Partners of
Community
Organisation
Sabah

Universiti
Malaysia
Sabah

Universiti
Putra
Malaysia




JOIN &
SUPPORT US!

HEALTHY RIVERS FOR
AHEALTHIER SOCIETY

Be part of our efforts to care
and protect rivers in Malaysia.
We cordially invite you to join us
as new partners, stakeholders
or participants to embark on
opportunities to contribute to
healthy rivers for a healthier society
in Malaysia.

Contact us at 03 7957 2007
or simply visit our website at
www.nationalrivercarefund.org.my




